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The Withersfield News 

News, Views and Information from your local area 

 



Parish Council  

Chairman – Terry Rich 01440 421724  

Clerk – Jill Johnson 01440 706599  

Councillors  

Ian Kinloch - Footpaths 01440 702048  

Frank Eve 01440 763956  

Rosie Wenham 01440 710798  

Russell Wallington 07510 223991  

Lucy Guest  - email below 

arboretum_community@outlook.com  

Peter Lord  - email below 

peter_lord@hotmail.com  

Suffolk County Councillor  

Mary Evans 01284 789478  

St Edmundsbury Borough Councillor  

Jane Midwood 01440 820360  

MP West Suffolk  

Matthew Hancock 01638 565945  

Speedwatch coordinator  

Christopher Oakes 01440 703939  

St Mary’s Church, Withersfield—

Rector  

Rev. Cannon Ian Finn  07981 371732 

ian.finn1@btinternet.com  

 

Withersfield Carpet Bowls  

Ian McNeil 01440 762945  

Wheezers Cycling Club  

Steve Laycock 01440 707890  

slaycock@cix.co.uk 

Bridge Club  

Marion Holloway 01440 783312  

Sport & Recreation Club Vacant  

Village Hall Warden  

Nicola & Nick Randall 07917 167891  

Police Emergencies 999  

Police non-emergencies 101  

  

  

Who’s Who in our village  Clubs!  

mailto:arboretum_community@outlook.com
mailto:peter_lord@hotmail.com
mailto:ian.finn1@btinternet.com


Editors comments 

Happy New Year to all our residents! 

The festive period is over and as we 

begin a new year lets be positive that 

the end of January marks the end of 

month two of the winter season. So 

far…. no snow and come March we 

should start to feel the start of 

Spring! Which always is a cause for 

celebration. Our newsletter has lost a 

couple of advertisers due to changes 

in their business but we do have a 

few new ones. This edition is 

‘quieter’ than usual but the Parish 

Council’s wheels are still turning. So 

do take a read from the Chair to gain 

insight into what they have been do-

ing for our local community.  

Elaine McInnes-Rich  Editor 

CHURCH DECORATING FOR  

CHRISTMAS 

Many thanks to everyone involved in 
getting the church ready for Christmas. 

Thanks to those who sourced and pro-
vided the tree and got it to the church.  
Thanks to those who helped to set it 
up and thanks to those who helped 
make the tree and the whole church 
ready for celebrating Christmas.  

The church looked lovely and every-
one’s hard work was appreciated.  

Thanks also go to the church fairies 
who took all the decorations down and 
to those who got the tree removed.  

You all know who you are and the 
church could not have done it without 
you all. 

THANK YOU! 

 

Rosie Wenham 

On behalf of PCC 

We always seek authors for news, views and information from our Parish  

Residents on local interests! 

Deadline for news for the next newsletter is 24th March 2019 

SMALL £45. 6x9cm     MEDIUM £60 13x6cm 

LARGE £90 9x13cm    FULL PAGE £120 13x19cm 

For enquires email: richard@smartex.com  

Advertiser 

 rates for 2019 

Per year 6 issues 



Clarifications & corrections 

The newsletter comes together from 
articles provided by residents. We do 
our utmost to ensure we publish accu-
rate, high quality articles.  

However if any of you spot errors do 
please contact Elaine  

on: elainemcinnes64@gmail.com 

THE  CHRISTMAS  BAZAAR 

 

It raised £675.91, which was divided 
between the WCPF, to help keep our 
tower from falling down and the 
EAAA to help keep our ambulance 
flying. 

Catering Expenses were kindly born 
by Sian and the Catering Crew.   

Advertising and Hall Hire were paid 
from last year's leftover sales. 

Unsold goods were donated to the 
British Heart Foundation. 

  

Thank you to everyone who worked 
so hard on the day and to everyone 
who so generously donated.          

                                                                   
    Ann Woods. 

Stop Press! 

 

EASTER 2019 

Church flower arrangers 

Just and early notice to remind all 
flower arrangers to kindly decorate 
their windows for Easter, which this 
year is on Sunday 21st April 2019. 

Many thanks 

Rosie 

 



News from the Parish Council 

Firstly, a Happy New Year to everyone. 

At our last meeting we welcomed a 

new co-opted Parish Councillor – Nis-

sa French – Ramsteyn.  Nissa lives in 

the Arboretum/Hanchett End part of 

the parish and will help ensure that 

we have fair representation from 

across the parish. 

Recently several Parish Councillors 

had the opportunity of meeting local 

MP and Secretary of State for Health 

& Social Care, Matt Hancock.  This 

was held at the Haverhill Area Forum. 

Our MP talked about his work as Sec-

retary of State and how this is in-

formed by his experience of the 

health service locally.  We were able 

to stress to him the continuing con-

cerns of Withersfield Parish residents 

about our GP services – the problems 

getting appointments and the low 

numbers of GPs and surgeries serving 

Haverhill and surrounding villages.  

Whilst understanding the problem he 

did not have any messages of immi-

nent changes – although did assure us 

that more GPs are being trained today 

than has been the case for many 

years.  He also spoke about mental 

health services and steps being taken 

to improve the performance of the 

failing Mental Health Trust in Norfolk 

& Suffolk.  He heard concerns from  

 many of those present about the 

lack of access to mental health care 

locally. 

Many residents continue to have real 
concerns about the speed and vol-
ume of traffic through the parish es-
pecially through Withersfield village.  
We have a working group currently 
exploring what further measures 
might be implemented to manage 
the problem in the future and we 
await their recommendations.  In the 
meantime, it is great to hear that 
Suffolk County Council now agree 
that the speed of traffic in our village 
as it enters the 30mph zone is such 
that we meet the criteria for “40mph 
buffer zones” to slow traffic on the 
approach roads.  This would mean 
that Slippers Lane, Silver Street, and 
the roads from Great Thurlow and 
from Great Wratting could be re-
zoned to 40mph.   

However, the work to draw up and 

implement new Traffic Orders and to 

design and implement a scheme wold 

take around a year and would cost 

between £5,000 and £10,000.  The 

Parish Council will be considering 

how this money could be raised – 

how much might come from Parish 

Council reserves and how much 

might have to be raised from other 

sources.  But, its good news that fi-

nally it has been accepted that the  



high speed of traffic on these village 

roads is a serious problem and that 

there is something that can be done 

about it. It is now up to us to decide 

where to get the funds if we want to 

proceed. 

Please can you make a note of the An-

nual Village Spring Clean day – its Sat-

urday 16th March and we will meet as 

usual at 9.30-10.00 at the war memo-

rial. If you cannot make it on the day, 

perhaps you could join in the effort by 

clearing the area of roadside nearest 

to your home.  If you want to leave 

any filled rubbish sacks by your gate 

on that Saturday morning, they can 

be collected and will help make the 

task of the volunteers easier. 

Lastly, the four yearly Parish Council 

elections are due to take place in May.  

Have you ever thought about becom-

ing a parish councillor?  If you are in-

terested in finding out more about 

the role, please do get in touch with 

me or Jill Johnson our Parish Clerk – 

or any other parish councillor.   

Best wishes, 

 

Terry Rich   Chairman  WPC 

 This space could  

be yours! 

Advertise here for as 

little as £45 per year & 

reach 400 local  

residents 

Contact:  

Richard@smartex.com 

 



Village Hall timetable 

Nicola and Nick are our new Wardens. If anyone has regular classes they want to put on 
please let them know and they will do their best to find a suitable slot for everyone or 
keep them on file should a slot  becomes free.                   

Email: withersfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 

DAY TIME CLASS LOCATION 

MONDAY 11.00-12.15 
  
19.00- 21.30 

Yoga with Sue Walters 
  
Withersfield Bowls 

Main Hall 
  
Main Hall 

TUESDAY 10.00-11.00 
  
14.00-15.00 
  
 19.00-21.30 

Pilates with Sarah Wright 
 
Pilates with Sarah Wright 
  
Withersfield bowls 

Main Hall 
  
Main Hall 
  
 Main Hall 

WEDNESDAY 
  
  
  
  
  
(2nd Wed each 
Month) 

10.00-11.45 
  
18.15-19.15 
  
19.00-21.00 
  
10.00-12.00 

Post natal Yoga with Sarah 
Gibbs 
Pregnancy Yoga with Sarah 
Gibbs 
Withers field  Bridge Club 
 
Craft club 

Main Hall 
  
Main Hall 
  
Committee Room 
  
Committee Room 

THURSDAY 
  
  
  
  

10.00-11.00 
  
14.00-17.00 
  
18.00-21.00 

Tai Chi with Sarah Wright 
 
U3A Bridge Club 
  
Chippers Dog Training with 
Sarah Connally 

Committee Room 
  
Main Hall 
  
Main Hall 

FRIDAY 17.00-18.15 Body Temple dance Main Hall 
  

SATURDAY 08.00-17.00 Dance with Ronnie Walford Main Hall 

SUNDAY Currently free for ad hoc hires 



 Bin dates for the diary 

February 

Weekly bin collection dates for 

March 2019  

Thursday collections 

Black & brown bins  

7th & 21st March 

Blue bins 

14th & 28th March 

 

Friday collections 

Black bin & brown bins 

8th & 22nd March 

Weekly bin collection dates for  

Feb 2019 

Thursday collections 

Black & brown bins  

7th & 21st February 

Blue bins 

14th & 28th February  

 

Friday collections 

Black bin & brown bins 

8th & 22nd February  

 Bin dates for the diary 

March 



Services in St. Mary’s Church, 
Withersfield will take place as 
follows on: 

 

1st Sunday:3rd Feb   
11.15 Holy Communion 
 
2nd Sunday: 10th Feb No service 
 
3rd Sunday: 14th Feb 
16.00. Evensong 
 
4th Sunday: 24th Feb No service 
 
5th Sunday. No service 
 

 

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

Feb 2019   

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

March 2019  

Services in St. Mary’s Church, 
Withersfield will take place as fol-
lows on: 

1st Sunday:3rd March 
 11.15 Holy Communion 
 
6th March: Ash Wednesday 
9.30am Eucharist Haverhill 
7.00pm Eucharist Haverhill 
 
2nd Sunday: 10th March No service 
 
3rd Sunday: 17th March 
 16.00. Evensong 
 
4th Sunday: 24th No service 
 
15th Sunday: 3st No service 

When there is no service in Withersfield, there is 09.30 service of Holy  

Communion in St. Mary’s Church, Haverhill and a 11.00am Elevenses family 
church Wednesdays of Lent 7.30pm Lenten group at Rectory. 



Feb 2019   Church flowers 

2nd & 9th Feb  Jackie Wareham 

16th & 23rd Feb      Rosie Wenham 

  

Feb 2019   Church cleaning 

2nd & 9th Feb   Ann Woods 

16th & 23rd Feb  Celia Hall 

March 2019 Church flowers 

2nd  March   Janet Holdom 

 

(No flowers after Ash Wednesday 
6th March for remainder of Lent) 

 

March 2019  Church cleaning 

2nd & 9th March Susan Hamilton 

16th & 23rd March Angela Kinloch 
and Karen Williams 

30th March & 6th April  Stella Eve and 
Sian Gilligan 
 

St Mary’s Church  



  Carpet bowls 
 

Feb 2019 

Sun    3rd           
  

Suffolk Pairs Competition 1st Ses-
sion               

Needham Market 

Mon    4th  Singles  Village Hall          7.00pm 

Sun   10th  Suffolk Pairs Competition 2nd Session Needham Market 

Mon   11th 
 

Club Night Village Hall             7.00pm 

Tues   12th Hoggards Green      League Match Village Hall             7.15pm 

Mon    18th Whelnetham            League Match Whelnetham           7.15pm 

Tues   19th 
 

 Club Night Village Hall             7.00pm 

Mon    25th 
 

Club Night Village Hall             7.00pm 

Tues   26th 
 

Brockley                   League Match Village Hall             7.00pm 

March 2019 
Fri      1st    Thurston                 League Match Thurston                 7.15pm 

Mon   4th 
 

  Singles Village Hall              7.00pm 

Thurs 7th Stanningfield            League Match Stanningfield          7.15pm 

Sun   10th 
 

Suffolk Singles Needham Market 

Mon  11th   
Club Night 

Village Hall             7.00pm 

Mon  18th 
 

  A.G.M. & K.O. Cup Village Hall             7.00pm 

Tues 19th Hargrave                  League Match Village Hall             7.15pm 

Mon  25th  Club Night Village Hall             7.00pm 



WITHERSFIELD  
BYGONES   

This is the 1st in a 
series of 7 wonder-
ful stories full of his-
tory from our vil-
lage...  

 
1. THE WINDMILL 

Over the years With-
ersfield has had several 
interesting landmarks, 
including a windmill 
and the turnpike. 
The first record of a 
mill, found in the With-
ersfield archives, oc-
curred in 1688 when 
the miller was Thomas 
Rule who wrote his will 
in that year. He left £40 
in bequests and his es-
tate to his son Thomas. 
On the Ordnance Sur-
vey maps of 1886 and 
1890 there is a circle 
marked “Windmill 
(corn)” with a drawing 
of a postmill and a 
complex of buildings 
including Mill House 
and Mill Farm. They lie 
on an old path from 
the manor house, now 
Hall Farm, south to a  

point where Mill Lane 
is now a footpath 
leading down to the 
Withersfield/Haverhill 
Road.  
The Title Map of 
1840/3 has a house, 
yard and mill with a 
garden, in extent two 
acres, paying an annu-
al rent of 12 shillings. 
There is a little dia-
gram showing the 
post mill. The mill 
house was built of 
brick, lath and plaster 
with a tiled roof and 
contained two sitting 
rooms, a kitchen, 
dairy, pantry and cel-
lar with five bed-
rooms, a coal house, 
wood house and a 
privy plus extensive 
out houses for horses, 
cows and pigs.  
There was no mill 
shown on the 1926 OS 
map. 
In 1803 the country 
was fearful of a Napo-
leonic invasion and 
the government is-
sued a plan for east-
ern counties to organ-
ise the inhabitants to 
evacuate their  homes 
and retreat west-
wards.  

Everyone was to pile into 
carts their belongings, 
livestock and moveable 
crops under supervision 
of a village overseer.   
Millers were of particular 
interest as food suppliers. 
The Withersfield miller, 
John Watson, was also a 
farmer and owned 1 cow. 
1 pig, 1 riding horse, 2 
draft horses, 1 wagon, 3 
carts, 35 quarters of 
wheat, 3 of barley, 3 
loads of hay, 8 quarters 
of flour and 
3 of malt. He undertook 
to supply six sacks of 
280lb of flour every 24 
hours. He was to supply a 
cart and 2 horses to 
Caleb Westrop (of Silver 
street Farm) for convey-
ance of people and food-
stuffs away from an ad-
vancing army. 
In 1977 Mill Farm is still 
there on maps with an-
other building to the 
south but no-one inhabit-
ed it after 1950. Fred 
Bradnam was the last to 
live in Mill House. 
 
 
Author 

Christine E. Jackson. 

 



Withersfield Oil Syndicate 

 

We order burning oil about 4 times a year to take advantage of bulk discount 
and everyone pays the same price per litre. 

We also raise money for the Air Ambulance, Withersfield Church & East Angli-
an Children’s Hospice -  a total of £5,500 so far. 

In  January  we paid 47.75p +VAT per litre. 

If you want to be included in  our next order we need to know how much you 
need by  6pm on Thursday 21st February. 

Find out more about the syndicate online at http://
theoilsyndicate.wordpress.com or get in touch by email or phone. 

Cliff Hall                01440 708648 

Email theoilsyndicate@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for items 

for the next  

newsletter  

is  

24th March 

 

Email Elaine  

elainemcines64@gmail.com 

http://theoilsyndicate.wordpress.com
http://theoilsyndicate.wordpress.com
mailto:theoilsyndicate@gmail.com
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Carpet Cleaning  
& Stone Floors, Upholstery, Rugs 

A few points that make us stand out, 
 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more 

cleaning & drying power for excellent results. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

 

 

 

Call Oliver or Max Campbell  

for expert help today. 
 

01638 428 060   www.Rothwells.biz 

 

VALENTINES MENU 

Thursday 14th to Saturday 16th  
February 

THREE GOURMET COURSES 
£60 for 2 people 

Includes a bottle of wine 

 

MOTHERS’ DAY 

Sunday 31st March 
 

We are now taking bookings 

    Email adacollingwood@hotmail.com or call 01440 706081 for reservations 



 

 

 

Consumer unit upgrades  

Internal and external lighting 

Extra sockets to full rewires 

Periodic test & inspections 

Landlord certificates 

…….and much more 

Local family business with 35 years experi-

ence. Please contact us to discuss your elec-

trical needs at: 

www.starelectricaluk.com 



All Green Services 

 

Grass Cutting, Strimming, Brush Cut-

ting 

Gardens, village greens, Churchyards & 

sports-fields (Mowers fitted with mulching 

kits) 

Spraying and Lawn Maintenance 

Patios & driveways, fertilising & spraying 

Hedge Cutting 

Including disposal of cuttings 

Firewood 

Seasoned firewood with free local delivery 

For friendly advice & a quotation please 

call: Simon Ratford on 07702 231 329  

(Full Public Liability Insurance) 



All Green Services 
 

 

 

 

Seasoned Firewood 

(Just over 2 cubic metre tipper 

truck load) 

Bags of kindling £5 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

Please call Simon Ratford on: 

07702 231329/07803 989045 



 

 
 
Blinds & Curtains 

 by 
Matthew J Bramwell 

Supplier & fitter of made-to-

measure 

Blinds, Curtains, Tracks & Poles 

 
FREE  

Measure, Quote & Fitting 
 

bramwell281@btinternet.com 

www.mjbblindsandcurtains.com 

Call Matt on 07766 130149 

or  

01440 704371 



This space could  

be yours! 

Advertise here for as 

little as £45 per year & 

reach 400 local  

residents 

Contact:  

Richard@smartex.com 
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